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Helen Diane Foster and the 16th District African
support the rights of the Muslim Community
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Today Councilmember Helen Diane Foster announces her support for the Muslim
community. In recent news, the NYPD have deployed tactics which targeted members of
the Muslim community. These procedures are prejudicial. The approach identifies
innocent members of the Muslim community with the presumption of guilt.

Councilmember Foster said, "If the NYPD targets this community at large it is no longer
a war against terrorism but rather a wage of war in our own land." The Councilmember
continues to say, "It is fair to state that terrorists have been members of the Islamic faith
but not that members of the faith are terrorists which is the statement made bv the actions
of the NYPD."

Councilmember Foster stated, "To target a religious community as a whole, a population,
or a demographic is an endangerment to the livelihood of innocent Muslim Americans
and an infringement of constitutional freedoms. This approach is biased. It creates too
high a risk of aligning innocent individuals in harm's way."

Finally Councilmember states, "I implore the NYC Police Commissioner to create a more
strategic and tactful plan. Through work at my office and the City of New York, Muslim
Americans have proven to be cooperative, contributing members of society. Similarly,
we should seek cooperative measures in our war on terrorism such as community groups,

councils or utilize "see something say something" approach where trust and cooperation
are integral components. These people are our children, students, citizens, neighbors, and
friends. They should not have to live in fear of their appearance, religious livelihood or
worship."
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