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Social Work and Religious Diversity 

Selected Readings on Religion, Spirituality, and Social Work 
 

 

 

 

General Discussions: 

 
Julie Adkins, Laurie Occhipinti, and Tara Hefferan (editors), Not by Faith Alone: Social 

Services, Social Justice, and Faith-Based Organizations in the United States.  Lexington Books 

(Rowman and Littlefield), 2010. 

 

Laurence Brown, Religion, Personality and Mental Health, Springer, 2011. 

 

Edward Canda and Leola Furman, Spiritual Diversity in Social Work Practice: The Heart of 

Helping, Oxford University Press, 2009 

 

Craig Cashwell and J. Scott Young (eds.), Integrating Spirituality and Religion into Counseling:  

A Guide to Competent Practice, American Counseling Association, 2011. 

 

Ram Cnaan, Robert Wineburg, and Stephanie Boddie, The Newer Deal: Social Work and Relig-

ion in Partnership, Columbia University Press, 1999. 

 

John Coates, John Graham, Barbara Swartzentruber, and Brian Ouellette (eds.), Spirituality and 

Social Work: Select Canadian Readings, Canadian Scholars' Press, 2007. 

    

James Ellor, Ellen Netting, and Jane Thibault, Religious and Spiritual Aspects of Human Service 

Practice, University of South Carolina Press, 1999. 

  

Sheila Furness and Philip Gilligan, Religion, Belief, and Social Work: Making a Difference,  

Policy Press, 2010.  

 

David Hodge, Spiritual Assessment: A Handbook for Helping Professionals, North American 

Association of Christians in Social Work, 2003. 

http://www.google.com/search?tbs=bks:1&tbo=p&q=+inauthor:%22John+Coates%22
http://www.google.com/search?tbs=bks:1&tbo=p&q=+inauthor:%22John+Russell+Graham%22
http://www.google.com/search?tbs=bks:1&tbo=p&q=+inauthor:%22Barbara+Swartzentruber%22
http://www.google.com/search?tbs=bks:1&tbo=p&q=+inauthor:%22Brian+Ouellette%22
http://www.amazon.com/Sheila-Furness/e/B00355LQN2/ref=ntt_athr_dp_pel_1
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Raymond Paloutzian and Crystal Park (eds.), Handbook of the Psychology of Religion and 

Spirituality, The Guilford Press, 2014. 

 

Kenneth Pargament, Spiritually Integrated Psychotherapy: Understanding and Addressing the 

Sacred, The Guilford Press, 2011. 

 

John Schumaker (ed.), Religion and Mental Health, Oxford University Press, 1992. 

 

Len Sperry, Spirituality in Clinical Practice: Incorporating the Spiritual Dimension in Psycho-

therapy and Counseling. Taylor and Francis, 2001. 

 

Terry Tirrito and Toni Cascio (eds.), Religious Organizations in Community Services: A Social 

Work Perspective, Springer, 2003. 

 

 

 

Academic Journals: 

 

Journal of Religion & Spirituality in Social Work 

Journal of Spirituality in Mental Health 

Mental Health, Religion & Culture 

Psychology of Religion and Spirituality 

 

 

 

Introductions to Diverse Faith Traditions,  

from Social Work and Mental Health Perspectives: 

 

E. Thomas Dowd and Stevan Nielson (eds.), The Psychologies in Religion: Working with the 

Religious Client, Springer, 2006.  

  

P. Scott Richards and Allen E. Bergin (eds.), Handbook of Psychotherapy and Religious Diver-

sity, American Psychological Association, 2000. 

 

Mary Van Hook, Beryl Hugen, and Marian Aguilar (eds.), Spirituality Within Religious Trad-

itions in Social Work Practice, Brooks Cole, 2001. 
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African Diaspora Religions and Social Work: 

 

Alan Harwood, Rx, Spiritist as Needed: A Study of a Puerto Rican Community Mental Health 

Resource, Cornell University Press, 1987. 

 

A. Paulino, “Spiritism, Santeria, Brujeria, and Voodooism: A Comparative View of Indigenous 

Healing Systems,” in Journal of Teaching in Social Work, no. 12, pp. 105-124, 1995. 

 

 

 

Buddhism and Social Work: 

 

David Brandon, Zen in the Art of Helping, Penguin, 1991. 

 

Ken Jones, The Social Face of Buddhism: an Approach to Political and Social Activism, Wisdom 

Publications, 1989. 

 

John Welwood, Toward a Psychology of Awakening: Buddhism, Psychotherapy, and the Path of 

Personal and Spiritual Transformation, Shambalah, 2002 

 

 

 

Christianity and Social Work: 

 

T. Laine Scales and Michael Kelly (eds.) Christianity and Social Work: Readings in the Inte-

gration of Christian Faith and Social Work Practice, North American Association of Christians 

in Social Work, 2012. 

 

Also see the quarterly journal Social Work and Christianity, published by the North American 

Association of Christians in Social Work, and for more resources see the website of the NACSW 

at http://www.nacsw.org. 

 

 

 

Hinduism and Social Work: 

   

David R. Hodge, “Working with Hindu Clients in a Spiritually Sensitive Manner,” in Social 

Work, vol. 49, no. 1, pp. 27-38, 2004. 

 

http://www.nacsw.org/
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Islam and Social Work: 

  

Sameera Ahmed and Mona Amer (eds.), Counseling Muslims: Handbook of Mental Health 

Issues and Interventions, Routledge, 2011. 

 

Salman Akhtar (ed.), The Crescent and the Couch: Cross-Currents Between Islam and Psych-

oanalysis, Jason Aronson, 2008. 

  

Sara Crabtree, Fatima Husain, and Basia Spalek. Islam and Social Work: Debating Values, 

Transforming Practice, Policy Press, 2008. 

 

Muhammad Hatim, Caregiving to Muslims: A Guide for Chaplains, Counselors, Healthcare,   

and Social Workers, 2017. 

 

David Hodge, “Social Work and the House of Islam: Orienting Practitioners to the Beliefs and 

values of Muslims in the United States,” in Social Work, vol. 50, no. 2, pp. 162-173, 2006. 

 

Ahmed Kobeisy, Counseling American Muslims: Understanding the Faith and Helping the 

People, Praeger, 2004. 

 

 

Judaism and Social Work: 

 

Jill Jacobs, There Shall Be no Needy: Pursuing Social Justice Through Jewish Law and Trad-

ition, Jewish Light Publishing, 2010. 

 

Margie Klein, Or N. Rose, and Jo Ellen Green Kaiser (eds.) Righteous Indignation: A Jewish 

Call for Justice.  Jewish Lights Publishing, 2009. 

 

Also see the quarterly Journal of Jewish Communal Service, published by the Jewish Communal 

Service Association of North America. 

 

 

Sikhism and Social Work: 

 

Muninder Ahluwalia and Anjali Alimchandani, “A Call to Integrate Religious Communities   

Into Practice: The Case of Sikhs,” in The Counseling Psychologist, Vol. 41, No. 6, Pp. 931-956, 

2013  

 

Also see the website of the Sikh Health and Wellbeing Trust, at http://www.sikhhealth.org.   

http://www.sikhhealth.org/
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Please see: 

http://interfaithcenter.org/social-work-resources 

 

for many more resources on religion, spirituality, and social work, 

and information about the Social Work and Religious Diversity 

continuing education program for mental health and social service 

professionals. 

 
 

http://interfaithcenter.org/social-work-resources

