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1
Welcome letter from ICNY’s Executive Director

For ICNY, 2021 has been a time of surprising growth. 
Prompted by current needs in NYC, we emerged from the pandemic 
with many exciting new initiatives that call for action from diverse 
faith leaders. 
For example, ICNY:

●	 Vaccinated over 100 individuals in vaccine-hesitant communities 
of faith with the help of NYC Test & Trace, Manhattan 
Borough President Gale Brewer, and multiple houses of worship.

●	 Held mayoral and DA candidate forums in advance of the summer primary elections.
●	 Created a racial justice compact to highlight priorities for the incoming local 

administration, including the need for an office dedicated to faith and community 
partnerships.

In 2021, ICNY also rekindled programs that had been changed, postponed, or conducted remotely 
due to the pandemic. We offer them now with new purpose and improvements. They include:

●	 Civics training for a new generation of New York’s diverse religious leaders with our 
Interfaith Civic Leadership Academy.

●	 A renewed partnership with New York Law School to provide religious diversity 
training for law students and alumni.

●	 The return of our Religious Worlds of NY Summer Institute for teachers.
●	 A contract with the NYPD to update ICNY’s police-facing religious diversity training video 

and make it accessible on the handheld devices of 36,000 officers.
I am delighted to share this year’s report with you, and to announce some very exciting news: 
ICNY was recently selected to receive The Guru Nanak Interfaith Prize, administered 
biannually by Hofstra University to those who “have demonstrated extraordinary leadership, 
courage and a capacity for inspiring in others a willingness to embrace the vulnerability that is 
the key to true religious dialogue.” 
At this time ICNY would like to express our deepest gratitude to two retiring Board Members 
and extraordinary leaders: Sister Aisha Al-Adawiya, who served as Vice Chair at the 
Interfaith Center of New York since 2007, and Matt Nimetz, who served as chair of the 
Nominating and Governance Committee since 2016.
Furthermore, we are grateful to all our supporters, in particular Barbara Slifka and the 
Joseph & Sylvia Slifka Foundation, the Robert Sterling Clark Foundation, and 
Trinity Church Wall Street. Thank you for standing by us this past year and for continuing 
to believe in the difference that interfaith work at a grassroots level can make in our city and in 
our world.
Sincerely,

The Rev. Dr. Chloe Breyer 

Welcome from ICNY’s 
Executive Director

The Reverend Dr. Chloe Breyer 
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2
Meet ICNY’s newest members of our Board and Staff 

Please help us in welcoming our newest board member and two 
additions to our 6-person staff.

ICNY Board Member: Hussein Rashid, PhD is founder of 
islamicate, L3C, a consultancy focusing on religious literacy. He is 
currently a freelance academic and his research focuses on Muslims 
and US popular culture. His work includes exploring Shi’i theology, 
the interaction between culture and religion, and the role of arts in 
conflict mediation. He has been active in interfaith work in New York 
City when it was just known as “hanging out with his friends.” He has 
taught courses at Virginia Theological Seminary and Reconstructionist 
Rabbinical College. In New York, has offered classes at St. Bart’s 
Episcopal Church, St. John the Divine, Town and Village Synagogue, 
and Central Synagogue. He served on the boards of Project Interfaith 
and Al-Rawiya. He is a Ariane de Rothschild Fellow for interfaith 
relations. He is currently the Executive Producer of American Muslims, 
a multimodal, multi-hour documentary project on Muslims in the US. 
He worked with the Children’s Museum of Manhattan as a content 
expert on their exhibit “America to Zanzibar: Muslim Cultures Near and 
Far.” He is an executive producer on the award-winning animated New 
York Times op-doc “The Secret History of Muslims in the US”.

ICNY Racial Justice Organizing Fellow:  
Apostle Onleilove Chika Alston has organized faith communities
for over a decade. She is the Co-Founder of Daughters4Justice, a faith-
based community organizing nonprofit for women clergy to radically 
change policing in New York City. She is also the founder of Prophetic 
Whirlwind Ministries, a ministry dedicated to uncovering the African 
roots of the Bible, combating gender violence, and supporting African 
Jews. In April 2019, her first book, Prophetic Whirlwind: Uncovering 
the Black Biblical Destiny, focusing on her research of African and 
African-American Jews was published. In her former role as the 
Organizer for Bronx Connect, Apostle Onleilove helped to build an 
organizing and advocacy program that included court-involved youth 
and their allies. She can be contacted at onleilove@interfaithcenter.org.

ICNY Operations Manager: Daniel Mirsky is a recent 
graduate of Binghamton University’s accelerated program for a 
Master’s Degree in Public Administration and Nonprofit Management 
and has recently joined the ICNY staff as of October 2021. Daniel has 
been involved in public-serving startup programs and projects over 
his years in Academia for a number of issues close to his heart. From 
launching a peer-to-peer tutoring program in a NYC public school 
(which was later used as a model for other NYC public schools), to 
establishing and managing an alumni network for the municipality 
of White Plains’ Youth Bureau, to being on the forefront of the 
pandemic as a tester and site manager for a newly established Covid-19 
testing organization. Daniel has also been involved as a director in a 
volunteer capacity for a New York based nonprofit serving the Jewish 
Community in the Southern Tier of New York State. He looks forward 
to hearing from you at Daniel@interfaithcenter.org or at 212-870-3510.

Board and Staff Additions
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https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Findependentscholar.academia.edu%2FHusseinRashid&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0c2e38cf79a046ca4e5708d989f454ba%7C7b15f3f87c894980a798fb5ebe29be6f%7C0%7C0%7C637692504771013437%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=OoR%2FDSLB%2FldYy8N%2FI7O6UZr0nQO9UA8SHLvr0sRB40Y%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.americanmuslimsfilm.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0c2e38cf79a046ca4e5708d989f454ba%7C7b15f3f87c894980a798fb5ebe29be6f%7C0%7C0%7C637692504771023430%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=TYc%2BSYu2T05i0os1%2BoYNSNd5Ibgn80zuDz1xY3n%2BcLo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DdPYIdfYfEKM&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0c2e38cf79a046ca4e5708d989f454ba%7C7b15f3f87c894980a798fb5ebe29be6f%7C0%7C0%7C637692504771023430%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=jB%2BHVQgJaAttqKtJzoDkD87RMLYoTs3GWhDFrnKxNs0%3D&reserved=0
mailto:onleilove%40interfaithcenter.org?subject=
mailto:Daniel%40interfaithcenter.org?subject=
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3A
ICNY’s Educational Programs
Interfaith Civic Leadership Academy

ICNY’S EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS 

Interfaith Civic Leadership Academy

ICLA cohorts and #FaithJusticeHero 
awardees Vyaas Motilall and Vijah Ramjattan 
bring together faith leaders and volunteers 
from both the Madrassi and Sanathan 
Dharma communities of NYC for a beach 
clean-up in Jamaica Bay, an area often  
used for Hindu ritual.
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Throughout New York, clergy members, lay leaders and faith-based activists 
from every faith tradition are working to create positive change for their 
communities and the city as a whole. But all too often they find themselves 
working alone, without a strong network of interfaith ties, or knowledge of the 
city’s civic institutions.
The Interfaith Civic Leadership Academy (ICLA) program tackles this head 
on thanks to the support of the Robert Sterling Clark Foundation. Working 
with expert trainers from leading nonprofits, ICNY has renewed its intensive 
leadership development program: a six-month series of evening workshops and 
site visits, culminating in seed grants for independent community projects.
Recent projects include:

●	 A week-long experience of online dialogue, reflection, and empowerment 
for diverse women of faith, including victims and survivors of domestic 
violence as facilitated by a lay-leader in the Hebrew Israelite community. 

●	 A collaborative project by the founder of a Queens-based Hindu community 
organization and the spiritual leader of a Bronx Hindu temple to bring 
together diverse NYC Hindus for an intra-faith dialogue exploring eco-
friendly worship practices, as well as two beach clean-ups in areas used for 
Hindu ritual at Jamaica Bay and the Whitestone Bridge. 

Interfaith Civic Leadership Academy, continued

Earlier this year ICNY’s own Hanadi Doleh, 
Director for Community Partnerships, 
spoke with three graduates of the Interfaith 
Civic Leadership Academy about some of 
the most useful (and sometimes unexpected) 
aspects of the academy, and what many NYC 
faith-based activists can stand to gain from 
participating. 

Head to https://interfaithcenter.org/podcast to hear this and 
other recent episodes from “Interfaith Matters”, an original 
podcast series from the Interfaith Center of New York that has 
explored the intersection of faith and social justice since 2016.

https://www.interfaithcenter.org/icla-partners
https://interfaithcenter.org/podcast
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3B
ICNY and the New York Law School and the NYPD

ICNY is delighted to announce that our work with  
New York Law School will continue in the coming year, 
thanks to the generous support of Diane and Arthur 
Abbey.
The Interfaith Center of New York and New York Law 
School are working to help attorneys understand the 
religious beliefs and values of the clients they serve, 
and to help religiously diverse New Yorkers navigate 
the legal challenges that impact their everyday lives.
Recent programs include an Immigrants Rights 
Legal Clinic, a Harlem Tenants’ Rights Clinic, and a 
professional development workshop for the New York 
City Law Department entitled “Religious Diversity in 
the Workplace and the Law.” Through programs like 
these, we are working to ensure equal access to justice 
for New Yorkers of all faith backgrounds.

NYPD
In 2016 ICNY created a video entitled, “Policing In Today’s Multifaith New York’’ 
to educate incoming cadets on the religious diversity of New York City and to dispel 
commonplace misunderstandings about diverse religious communities and their 
practices. Recently the department has migrated its training to handheld devices to 
ensure that this and other important resources can be easily accessed and referenced 

when needed. For that 
reason, the Deputy 
Commissioner of Equity 
and Inclusion reached 
out to ICNY to request 
that we turn our 2016 
training video into several 
3-4 minute sessions on 
each tradition originally 
covered in the video. Our 
hope is that these videos 
will be a resource to every 
officer either entering 
a house of worship or 
interacting with the 
people they serve.

 ICNY’S EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS 

New York  
Law School
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3C 
The 39th Rabbi Marshall T. Meyer Retreat for Social Justice

One of New York City’s principal venues for interfaith dialogue on social justice issues, 
ICNY’s semi-annual Rabbi Marshall T. Meyer Retreat for Social Justice is a professional 
development and capacity-building opportunity for local religious leaders. These retreats 
allow faith leaders to learn about social issues, create multifaith networks for mutual 
support, and meet civic leaders and social activists. 
Each conference tackles the timeliest issue facing New Yorkers. Clergy members, lay 
leaders, and faith-based activists have long been at the forefront of our society’s response 
to gun violence, particularly in marginalized communities. But faith leaders are taking 
on new roles in the current crisis by working as violence interrupters, serving as street 
chaplains, and leading advocacy campaigns for gun control. That is why 2021’s conference 
was created to highlight concrete steps faith leaders can take to continue to combat gun 
violence in their local communities and beyond.
To join us in 2022, visit www.interfaithcenter.org/mmrprogram.

ICNY’S EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS

The 39th Rabbi 
Marshall T Meyer 
Retreat for  
Social Justice

Above, graphic based 
on “Stop Gun Violence”  
by Lyla Paakkanen for 
Creative Action Network

MMR Sponsors:
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3D
The Religious Worlds of New York Summer Institute

We are delighted to announce the sixth meeting of ICNY’s Religious Worlds of New 
York Summer Institute for teachers. The institute will meet in person in July 2022 
on the campus of Union Theological Seminary thanks to support from the National 
Endowment for the Humanities.

The Summer Institute helps teachers teach creatively and effectively about the 
everyday lives of diverse faith communities. It brings teachers from throughout the 
United States to New York City, where they work with leading scholars of religion, 
meet with diverse religious leaders, visit local houses of worship, explore the 
religious life of the city, and develop their own curriculum projects. Past participants 
call the Institute “A tremendous experience that will enrich the teaching that takes 
place in classrooms across the country for decades to come.”

We hope you’ll share this opportunity with K-12 teachers in your own community, 
and invite them to apply. Applications are due by March 1, 2022. For details, please 
visit https://religiousworldsnyc.org. 

Above, Summer Institute site visit to the Hindu Temple Society of North America

ICNY’S EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS 

The Religious Worlds of  
New York Summer Institute 
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4A

As a founding member of the White House Covid-19 
Community Corps, ICNY has dedicated itself to 
combatting vaccine hesitancy in diverse religious 
communities across New York City’s least vaccinated 
neighborhoods.
In July of 2021, ICNY helped to bring Johnson & 
Johnson and Pfizer COVID vaccines to Jamaica and 
Harlem through a partnership with local religious 
leaders and houses of worship including Jamaica 
First Ward Church of Latter-Day Saints, The Mosque 
of Islamic Brotherhood, Masjid Aqsa Salam, Harlem 
Islamic Community Center, public health agency NYC 
Test & Trace Corps, and elected officials.
Special thanks to Manhattan Borough President Gale 
Brewer for helping to make these vaccine clinics 
possible, and to the 100+ New Yorkers who opted to 
get vaccinated with the help of ICNY.  

ADVOCACY AND ORGANIZING 

Our Pandemic Response Continues

At top,  Dr. Henry Goldschmidt and Joycelyn 
LeBron joined by nurses and patients on Cheikh 
Bamba Day; above, Imam Suleiman Konate, 
Alassane Diop, and the Rev. Dr. Chloe Breyer
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ADVOCACY AND ORGANIZING 

Our Pandemic Response Continues

ICNY has long engaged a racially, economically, and religiously diverse base of 
New Yorkers. As our new Racial Justice Organizing Fellow since March of this 
year, Apostle Onleilove Alston has focused on a wide range of relevant advocacy 
coalitions, including but not limited to #Right2RemainSilent Coalition, Black 
Freedom Project Statewide Organizing Coalition, #CloseRikers Coalition, Jewish 
Community Relations Council Criminal Justice Coalition, and the Justice4Women 
Covid Taskforce.

To identify the city’s most pressing issues in advance of the 2021 elections, we 
engaged in countless meetings with diverse faith leaders, community organizers, 
advocates, and members of the Mayoral administration. We then hosted online 
webinars on rank choice voting, face-to-face Mayoral candidate forums, Youth 
interfaith candidate forums, and racially just civic engagement forums, co-hosted 
by the New York Office of Civic Engagement. We also hosted two Manhattan 
District Attorney candidate forums with diverse religious leaders. 

4B
Racial Justice Efforts

Voices from
Underserved & Over-
Policed Communities: 

Onl ine  fo rum to  ensure  tha t  the
nex t  Manhat tan  D is t r i c t
A t to rney  hears  the  vo ices  o f
low- income peop le ,  jus t i ce -
invo lved  ind iv idua ls ,
communi t ies  o f  co lo r ,  and
d iverse  fa i th  leaders .

Manhattan DA Candidates Forum 

Apr i l  8  |  6  pm -  7 :30  pm

REGISTER:
inter fa i thcenter .org /manhat tan-da

Cosponsored By

ADVOCACY AND ORGANIZING

Racial Justice Efforts
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Above right, online Manhattan District Attorney Candidate Forum

#ICNYRacialJustice
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What follows is a timeline of some highlights of ICNY’s racial justice work from the 
summer of 2021 in preparation for local elections and the months directly after. To 
learn more, find us on social media and follow the hashtag #ICNYRacialJustice.
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►	APRIL 8   ICNY held its first Manhattan 
DA Candidate Forum, entitled Voices 
from Underserved & Over-Policed 
Communities, created to ensure that the 
next Manhattan District Attorney had the 
chance to hear the voices of low-income 
people, justice involved individuals, 
communities of color, and diverse faith 
leaders.

►	MAY 2   ICNY organized and guided a 
youth planning team to participate in 
an online Youth Interfaith Candidate 
Forum, attended by six major Democratic 
candidates for Mayor and viewed by over 
200 people between Zoom and YouTube.

►	JUNE 1 Together with the Micah 
Institute, we crafted The Interfaith 
Racial & Economic Justice Compact 
For New York City. The compact asks 
candidates and elected officials to commit 
to a handful of recommendations based 
around collective concerns within five 
major areas of government policy and 
city life, particularly those related to 
racial, economic, and immigrant justice. 
These included: making the Mayor’s 
Office of Faith & Community Partnerships 
Permanent, appointing a re-entry Czar, 
implementing the Closure of Rikers , 
and combating Hate Crimes. Learn more 
about The Interfaith Racial & Economic 
Justice Compact For New York City at  
https://interfaithcenter.org/compact.

►	JUNE 10 We developed and co-hosted 
Racially Just Civic Engagement for Faith 
Leaders, an online event with the Mayor’s 
Office of Faith & Community Partnerships, 
NYC Office of Civic Engagement, and NYC 
Racial Justice Commission.

►	JUNE 14  ICNY held a Face2Faith 
Mayoral Candidate Roundtable with 
mayoral candidates Kathryn Garcia and 
Ray McGuire together with Buddhist 
Council of New York, Latino Pastoral 
Action Center, Micah Institute, Muslim 
Community Network, New York Board of 
Rabbis, Sadhana Coalition of Progressive 
Hindus, Hindu Temple Society of 
North America, and Union Theological 
Seminary.

►	AUGUST 11  The Face2Faith Faith 
Leader Group, organized by Apostle 
Onleilove, met with The Mayor’s Office 
of Faith & Community Partnerships 
to advocate that the office be made 
permanent.

►	SEPTEMBER Many faith leaders agree 
that the expression of racism is still most 
pronounced in the way we incarcerate 
people. And nowhere is that more evident 
than the continued existence of Rikers 
Island Jail Complex, where human rights 
abuses have taken place for decades and 
where 14 people have died in the past 
year alone. ICNY has joined the Freedom 
Agenda, Trinity Church Wall Street, the 
NY Board of Rabbis, Bronx Connect, A 
More Just NYC, and the Jewish Coalition 
on Criminal Justice Reform to invite the 
city’s faith leaders to sign a letter calling 
for the next Mayoral administration 
to continue its commitment to closing 
Rikers Island. 

#ICNYRacialJustice, continued

https://interfaithcenter.org/compact
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#ICNYRacialJustice, continued

4C
Countering Hate in 2021

 ADVOCACY AND ORGANIZING

Countering Hate in 2021

Monks for the Chogyesa Order of Korean Buddhism join the Rev. 
Dr. Chloe Breyer at an anti-hate press conference in Union Square, 
following the deadly shooting in Atlanta in March, 2021.
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No community should be alone in protesting 
hatred and violence. It is only together that we 
can prevail over the forces that seek to otherwise 
divide us. That is why, when hate strikes, ICNY 
is there to bring people of faith together.
As dictated by our mission, ICNY continues to 
plan, attend, and participate in walks, press 
conferences, and other events in response to 
acts of hatred. For example, in response to the 
rise of anti-asian hate crimes last year, ICNY 
partnered with the NY Buddhist Council to lead 
an anti-hate peace walk in Chinatown in April. 

Countering Hate in 2021, cont.

Top, ICNY Board member Rabbi Joseph Potasnik and monks from the New 
York Buddhist Council stand in front of Eldridge Street Synagogue; Right, 
The Rt. Rev. Alan Shin, Suffragan Bishop of New York addresses the crowd 
and offers a prayer as part of the peace walk with ICNY and the New York 
Buddhist Council. 
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Join NYC faith leaders in visiting diverse houses     

 of worship, to commemorate 20 years of unity and

peace building.

Thursday, Sept. 9
5:00 - 7:00 pm

 
For route and info visit

https://bit.ly/911peacewalk

On Thursday, September 9th, Faith leaders, 
city officials, and hate-crime survivors 
walked together to visit 5 diverse houses 
of worship, stopping briefly at each house 
of worship for prayers and reflections 
offered by clergy. Top: Archbishop Timothy 
Dolan joined by Board Members Very Rev. 
Michael Lynch and Rabbi Joseph Potasnik, 
Steven Chananie (not pictured), Hussein 
Rashid, PhD (not pictured), and the Rev. 
Dr. Chloe Breyer at St. Patrick’s Cathedral; 
Near left: The interfaith peace walk began 
at St. Patrick’s Cathedral then continued to 
Central Synagogue, The Islamic Society of 
Mid-Manhattan, Hope Church Midtown, and 
the Manhattan Sikh Center.  
PHOTOS BY STEPHEN DITMER, DIRECTOR OF 
INTEGRATED MARKETING

In September, to honor the 20th Anniversary of the 9/11 
attacks, ICNY co-planned an Interfaith Peace Walk in 
partnership with religious leaders, houses of worship, and city 
agencies including NYC Commission on Human Rights, NYC 
Office for the Prevention of Hate Crimes, NYC The Center for 
Faith and Community Partnerships, NYPD Community Affairs, 
The Salvation Army, The New York Board of Rabbis, New York 
Disaster Interfaith Services, and 9/11 Families for Peaceful 
Tomorrows. 
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Countering Hate in 2021, cont.
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5
ICNY in Tweets

ICNY in tweets
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6A
Financials
Treasurer’s Report

After facing significant uncertainties over the past eighteen months, we are 
particularly grateful to our supporters for financially carrying us through 
Covid. Like many (but certainly not all) of our non-profit peers, we have found 
many donors both old and new were willing to give to ensure that important 
programming continued. For ICNY, the two fiscal years impacted by Covid both 
yielded budget surpluses. This is particularly extraordinary given several years of 
deficits through FY 2019. 

The generous support allowed not only a continuation but an expansion of 
programming and the hiring of a Racial Justice Organizing Fellow. We continue 
to strive to find appropriate and timely new ways to advance ICNY’s mission, be it 
through our longstanding programs like the Rabbi Marshall T. Meyer Retreat for 
Social Justice or our work to help bring vaccines to Harlem during the pandemic.

For 2022, our total expense budget will be ~25% higher than 2021 as we see 
important programming return and new initiatives launch. We very much look 
forward to regathering in person for our annual gala in June of 2022, and hope to 
see many of you at our various events before then.

Kevin Oro-Hahn, Treasurer 

FISCAL YEAR 2021 REVENUE AND SUPPORT

n Contributions and grants	 762,015

n Contract revenue	 5,825

n Program Fees, Special Events, etc.	 126,289

n In-kind contributions 	 38,762

TOTAL	 932,891

 
 

FISCAL YEAR 2021 EXPENSES

n Programs	 332,506

n Administrative	 205,607

n Fundraising	 187,378

TOTAL	 700,488

Fiscal Year 2021
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Thank you to our Donors

 
Thank you to our Donors!

$250,000 AND ABOVE
Barbara Slifka and the Joseph and 

Sylvia Slifka Foundation

$100,000 AND ABOVE
Trinity Church Wall Street

$20,000 AND ABOVE
Robert Sterling Clark Foundation

$10,000 AND ABOVE
Walter and Carol Beebe
Mary Jane and Charles Brock
J.C. Flowers Foundation
Matthew Nimetz

$5,000 AND ABOVE
Faria Abedin
The Rev. Dr. Chloe Breyer and  

Greg Scholl
Rajinder P. and Jyoti Gandhi
Terence Meehan and  

Dr. Montie Mills Meehan
Dr. Uma Mysorekar, F.A.C.O.G.
National Endowment for the 

Humanities
The Rev. Ted and Helen Pardoe
Dr. Kusumita P. Pedersen

$2,500 AND ABOVE
Steven Jay Chananie
Robert Fagenson and Linda Berley
Ruth Messinger and Andrew Lachman
Netflix
Joumana Mahavidya Rizk

$1,000 AND ABOVE
Melinda Abrams and  

Douglas Hocking
Mary Ellin Barrett
Bruce and Veronica Bennett
Michael Connolly
The Rt. Rev. Clifton Daniel III, D.D.
Vaugh W. Folkert
Stephen and Helen Guittard
Agnes Gund
Douglas Hocking and  

Melinda Abrams
International Buddhist Progress 

Society & Buddha’s Light 
international Association 

Bert Kerstetter
Very Rev. Michael J. Lynch and the 

Roman Catholic Diocese of Brooklyn
Pamela Morton
New York Disaster Interfaith Services 

(NYDIS)
Rabbi Joseph Potasnik
Dori Selene Rockefeller
The Rev. Margaret Rose
Christine Sun
Steven Waldman and  

Amy Cunningham
Benjamin and Cynthia Weese
The Rt. Rev. Dean E. Wolfe

$500 AND ABOVE
Maryanne Barry
Dr. Joanna Breyer
Katrina F. C. Cary
Miriam and Steven Comen
Carina Courtright
Anthony Crowell
Rev. Frederick A. Davie
Drs. Lois and Georges de Menil
The Rev. Joel  and Nora Gibson
Roxana Laughlin
Michael Lemle
The Rev. Daniel and  

Deener Matthews
Micah Institute
Jean Minkel
Sarah Sze
Paul Olsen
Kevin Oro-Hahn
Dr. Betty Reardon
Kate Schubart
Linda Sylling
Dr. Kazuko Tatsumura-Hillyer
Elizabeth and Matthew Terry
New York Community Trust
James Venturi
Charles and Margaret Williams
Michael D. Young, Esq.

$250 AND ABOVE
Rev. Dr. John W. Krysko and Nancy 

Rosanoff
Susan Anderson-Smith
Bill and Jeannemarie Baker
John and Polly Barton

Shahnaz Batmanghelidj and  
Radford Klotz

Uni Berrie Marchese
Sheila Biddle
Paul Binder
Michael Brown and Charlotte Mao
Richard Buonomo
Sandy Cheiten
Diane Coffey
Elizabeth Dabney-Hochman
Dr. Martha Hart Eddy
Gloria E. Fitzgerald
Rev. Mark Fowler
The Rt. Rev. Mary D. Glasspool
Dan Hale
The Rev. Canon Terence  

Alexander Lee
Marcella Rosen and Brian Lifsec
William P. Rosenthal and  

Roberta Lawson
Edwina Sandys
J. Terry Todd
Aaron Waldron
George Nakashima Woodworkers

GIFTS UP TO $249
Sandra Abramson
Joan Adams
Sister Aisha Al-Adawiya
Muballigh Muhammad Al-Rahman
John and Marlene Arbo
Oumou Bah
Irving Barrett
Bonnie Barrett
Elizabeth Bassett
Alessandra Belloni
Victoria Bocock
Amy Bolton
Alexis Greer Bond
Mary Lou Van Buren
Angela Carder
Wayne Cato
Elaine Chan
Preti Chaturvedi
Suzie Cheatham
Connie Chen
Kevin Childress
Christopher Chin
Michael Christman
Kilaya Ciriello
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Thank you to our Donors!
Katherine Clark
Julian Clift
Dr. Christopher Lee Coleman
Keith Connor
Rev. Peter Cook
Cindy Cooper
Jesse William Cooper
Alex and Kenny Creed
Eric Crisman
Michael Cudney
Francis and Katherine Cunningham
Eddie Diaz
Joyce Dubensky
Minette Duran
Carla De Sola Eaton
Stanley Fidanque
Jill Freeman
Randolph Frew
Ruth Frey
Merle Frimark
David Fritz
Paul Gallay
Rev. Sam Joanna Ghiggeri
Jessie Gonzalez
Shivam Gosai
Regina Gradess
Ellen Greeley
Marc Greenberg
Sati Gurdial
Steven Guy
Kathy Hamilton
Rev. Curtis Hart
Beth Hermelin
Peggy Hoerburger
Joan Horgan
Naresh and Sarla Jain
Thomas James
Bob Jones
Susan Sarah K. Katz
Marshel Alan Keith
Antoinette Kelly
Prof. Faroque Ahmad Khan
Moushumi Khan
John Felbinger and Alice M. Korfman
Deborah Kornfeld
Lisa Labrado
Melissa Lamkin
The Rev. Peter and Margaret Larom
Elena Ledesma
Rochelle Leiber-Miller

Helen Leong
Joseph and Susan Liddicoat
Virginia Lief
Rachel Lipman
Chandra Llewellyn
The Rev. Dr. Harold Lockett
Edward and Peggy Logan
Christine Lovico
Nadyne Lucas
Jane Lumsden
Nona Lynch
Chief Oren Lyons
Maggie M.
Jacquelyn Maris
Khadijah Matin
Mary Elizabeth McCaffrey
Rev. Dr. Doris McGuffey
Sophie and Geoffrey Menin
Calvin Mew
David Mixner
Marianne Mocarski
Mary Moore
Peter Muha
T.J. Mullin
Amy Murray
Karen Nassauer
Ken Neumann
Mary O’Shaughnessy
Adriana Palomino
Michael Pavlis
Darnise Peeples
Rev. Stephen Phelps and  

Dr. Elizabeth Mount
Silvia Pisano
Brent Porter and Mary Salstrom
Mary Ragan
Caroline Ramsay Merriam and  

John Merriam
Christina Reed
Mary Ellen Reilly
Wendy Reitmeier
Judith Ribnick
Stephanie Azzarone and  

Robert F. Rodriguez
Donald and Margaret Romanik
Lili Ruane
Ilene Rubenstein
The Rev. Rhonda Rubinson
Gregory Sandritter
Dr. Sarah Sayeed

Clara Scholl
Nanette Schulte
Tony Settle
Kathleen Sharkey
Fr. James Coy Francis Sheehan, Jr.
Rita Sherman
Venerable Refa Shi
Steve Simon
Jeffrey Slade
Stewart John Smith
Willie Smith
Corky Spero
Christopher Spiegelman
Hoyt and Margot Spelman
Sarah Stanton
Dr. Diane Steinman
Melissa Stewart
Juliet Stone
Vyaas Motilall Sukul
Lily Tang
Dwayne Michael Tate
Amy Thesing
Mary Ann Thompson-Frenk and 

Joshua Frenk
Elliot Thomson
Roberta Todd
Jose and Nancy Torres
Lois Traub
Carol Tyrell
Kristen Valletta
Mary Vrazel
Michele Vricella
Angelique Walker-Smith
Rosemarie Capaccio Walsh
Gillian Weighton
Barbara Weiner
Harold Morton Weiner, OUM
Monica and David Willard
Homer Williams
LaKisha Williams
June A. Witterschein
Lawrence Woodbridge and  

Clare Bauman
The Rev. Dr. Alfonso Wyatt
Rena Zager

Donors listed reflect our fiscal calendar, 
July 1, 2020  - June 30, 2021. Please 
accept our apologies if we have 
inadvertently neglected to list you 
properly. We hope you will contact us at 
info@interfaithcenter.org to give us the 
opportunity to correct our error.
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ICNY Gala

2021 Gala
On June 21st, ICNY honored Professor Diana Eck 
and Congresswoman Grace Meng with the James 
Parks Morton Interfaith Award. The online event also 
celebrated #FaithJusticeHero awardees Vyaas Motilall 
and Vijah Ramjattan for their partnership across faiths to 
help their fellow New Yorkers and the planet.
Thank you to our generous sponsor and also to former 
ICLA Fellow Her Majesty the Kpodjito Queen Mother Dr. 
Dòwòti Désir, who joined us virtually from Benin to offer 
the event’s closing prayer. 
To watch the 2021 gala, please visit  
interfaithcenter.org/icny2021gala.

Brief captions for  
photos at right

Join us online for the

2021 JAMES PARKS MORTON  
INTERFAITH AWARDS
Monday, June 21, 2021  |  7pm
Honoring

Dr. Diana L. Eck
Professor of Comparative Religion and Indian Studies at 
Harvard University and Founder of The Pluralism Project

Congresswoman Grace Meng
U.S. House of Representatives, 6th District of New York, and 
Sponsor of the COVID-19 Hate Crimes Act

Register online at:
www.interfaithcenter.org/gala
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SAVE THE DATE! June 20, 2022 Join us next year in person when 
we return to the Tribeca Rooftop to celebrate our 25th year as a 
non-profit shaping the civic health of NYC. 

2022 JAMES PARKS MORTON INTERFAITH AWARDS GALA

http://www.interfaithcenter.org/icny2021gala
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Board and Staff
OFFICERS OF THE BOARD
Dr. Kusumita P. Pedersen (Chair) 
Steven Chananie (Secretary) 
Kevin Oro-Hahn (Treasurer) 
Very Rev. Michael J. Lynch  

(Fundraising Committee Chair) 
Ruth Messinger (Program Committee Chair) 

BOARD DIRECTORS
Faria Abedin 
Walter Beebe 
Carina Courtright 
Rev. Frederick A. Davie 
The Rt. Rev. Andrew M. Dietsche  

(Represented by Suffragan  
Bishop Mary D. Glasspool) 

Dr. Rajinder P. Gandhi
Moushumi Khan
The Rev. Ted Pardoe, III 
Rabbi Joseph Potasnik
Hussein Rashid, PhD 
Barbara Slifka
Sylvie Sun 
Mary Ann Thompson-Frenk 
Steven Waldman 
The Rev. Dr. Alfonso Wyatt

​PRO BONO COUNSEL
Bruce C. Bennett, Covington & Burling LLP

ICNY STAFF
The Rev. Dr. Chloe Breyer 

Executive Director
Jonill Mayer 

Director of Development
Dr. Henry Goldschmidt 

Director of Programs
Hanadi Doleh 

Director for Community Partnerships
Apostle Onleilove Chika Alston 

Racial Justice Organizing Fellow
Daniel Mirsky 

Operations Manager

CONSULTANTS
Kevin Childress 

Online Communications Manager
Hillary Schwartz 

Senior Accountant 

HONORARY BOARD MEMBERS
Imam Feisal Abdul-Rauf
Sister Aisha Al-Adawiya
Preeta Bansal
Mary Jane Brock
Raymond M. Brown
John A. Catsimatidis
Colin Greer 
Helen L. Henderson 
Hans Li
Terence Meehan
Dena Merriam 
The Very Rev. James Parks Morton  

(Founder, deceased)
Dr. Uma Mysorekar, F.A.C.O.G.
Rev. Dr. T. Kenjitsu Nakagaki
Matt Nimetz
Clare M. Pierson
The Rev. William H. Pindar
David Rohde
Shelley Rubin
Martin Tandler
Alan B. Slifka (deceased) 

8
ICNY Board and Staff
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Where to Find Us 

ICNY  |  The Interfaith Center of New York
475 Riverside Drive, Suite 540
New York, NY 10115
Phone: 212-870-3510   |   Fax: 212-870-3499 
info@interfaithcenter.org   |  www.interfaithcenter.org

@InterfaithCenterNY

@interfaithcenterny

interfaithcenterofnewyork

@ICNY

InterfaithCenterNY

Where to Find Us... 

Commmunity members gather to receive a vaccine. 

https://www.facebook.com/InterfaithCenterNY/
https://www.instagram.com/interfaithcenterny/
https://twitter.com/ICNY
https://www.youtube.com/user/InterfaithCenterNY
https://www.linkedin.com/company/interfaithcenterofnewyork/
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