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MONTHLY NEWSLETTER

From Left to Right: Fr. Elias Mallon, Catholic Near East Welfare Association; Mary Yelenick, Pax Christi; Prof. Mahjabeen Dhala, Graduate Theological Union;

Imam Sayyid Kashmiri, North American Representative of Ayatollah Sayyid al-Sistani; The Rev. Dr. Chloe Breyer, The Interfaith Center of New York.

Dear Friend,

More than 100 years after the first Parliament of the World's Religions in 1893, approximately
9,000 faith leaders, scholars of religion and interested participants gathered on the shores of
Lake Michigan at the McCormick Conference Center. Part trade fair, part academic conference,
and part interfaith festival, this year’s Parliament had something for everyone.

The theme was “A Call to Conscience: Defending Freedom and Human Rights” and the first panel
I attended was just that. At the International Religious Freedom Roundtable, we heard reports
from around the world-- Pakistan, Panama, and most urgently from the northeast Indian state
Manipur. A Christian member of the Kuki tribal community gave an eyewitness account of



atrocities committed against religious minorities in her home state by mobs influenced by an
extreme form of Hindu Nationalism. To learn more about what is happening in Manipur, click
here.

ICNY was well-represented at the Parliament. I was honored to speak with Daisy Khan on a panel
on "Women'’s Interfaith Delegation on Peace and Education to Afghanistan" and to
participate in the panel “Christian-Muslim Dialogue on Eco-justice, International
Peace, and Elimination of Discrimination,” organized by Mary Yelnick of Pax Christi.
ICNY's Director of programs Dr. Henry Goldschmidt spoke on two panels focused on K-12
religious diversity education, "Separation of Church and State: Meeting the Challenge of
Teaching Religion in US Public Schools" and "Models for Teaching Educators How
to Teach Religion and the Global Ethic."

As rich as these formal dialogues were, for me the Parliament was most memorable for its
unplanned moments: chance encounters with neighbors from Midtown Manhattan,
conversations with a stranger about Middle East politics over a lunch-time Langar meal, and
much more. The Parliament was both a homecoming and an adventure.

Sincerely,

The Rev. Dr. Chloe Breyer

ICNY Executive Director
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ICNY PROGRAMS & EVENTS

INTERFAITH CIVIC LEADERSHIP ACADEMY

Applications now open for the fao wf@ Fﬁ I C N Y
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LIVIC engagermnent, aauocacy, and organizZing ratning jor aierse
NYC religious leaders. Interfaith dialogue and community building.
Stipends for participants, and grants for community projects.

Learn more and apply at interfaithcenter.orgl/icla.
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Interfaith Civic Leadership Academy

Applications from Faith Leaders Due by October 22nd

Be the change you want to see in New York

Throughout New York, diverse faith leaders are creating positive change for their own
communities and the city as a whole. With support from the Robert Sterling Clark
Foundation and Trinity Church Wall Street, ICNY’s Interfaith Civic Leadership
Academy gives them the tools they need to make a difference.

Our ICLA fellows are diverse clergy members, lay leaders, and faith-based activists working to
improve the lives of New Yorkers. In a series of evening workshops, they build relationships
across faith lines while learning effective strategies for community leadership, organizing, and
advocacy. They then use these skills to create community projects that contribute to the civic life
of New York. Each fellow receives $500 in grant funding for their community project, as well as
a $500 personal stipend to honor their commitment to the program.

We hope you'll apply to join the next Leadership Academy, or share this opportunity with
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colleagues and community members! Applications are due by Sunday, October 22. For more
information and an application visit interfaithcenter.org/icla. Questions?
Contact hanadi@interfaithcenter.org.

L Learn More & Apply
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Welcome to the ICNY Team

Our New Racial Justice Advocacy Fellow

Welcome our new Racial Justice Advocacy Fellow, Shanaz Deen. Shanaz holds a BA from
Princeton University and an MA from Union Theological Seminary in Islam and Interreligious
Engagement. She has over five years of experience in humanitarian work, interfaith organizing,
and migration policy, working for Princeton’s Religion and Forced Migration Initiative, the
International Rescue Committee, and UN Women. As a freelance photographer, Shanaz
documents social movements, protests, and nuanced expressions of lived religion through
documentary and portrait photography. She is eager to use her skills in research and visual
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storytelling to advocate for a more equitable and compassionate society.
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Project NSEheth?E and Community o3
Hospitality Partnerships <
HOUSES OF WORSHIP & FAITH-BASED ORGANIZATION (FEO) SPACE NEEDED

PROSPECTIVE HOSPITALITY CENTER SCREENING QUESTIONNAIRE

NYC is experiencing an unprecedented humanitarian crisis, with the arrival of over 70,000 Asylum Seekers from Latin America
and West Africa over the past year - with more arriving every week. NYDIS' Emergency Shelter Network, in partnership with NYC,
will fund 5 sites of any faith tradition, to operate a daytime hospitality center for the next 12-24 months providing support to
approximately 150 guests a day over the next 12-24 months. Shelters must be open 365 days per year from 7AM to 7PM.

Each House of Worship or Faith-based Organization MUST Have:
» 6+ Single Stall Showers (or the space and willingness for us to install showers)
A Fire Sprinkler System (or the willingness for us to install a sprinkler system in the center's space)
« A fully functioning commercial kitchen (or food can be catered), preparing a variety of meal options (including, if requested,
Vegan & Vegetarian options and may include Halal options)
¢ Language competent services, volunteers, and staff (Spanish, French, West African French, Wolof, etc.)
« Ability to fulfill reasonable accommaodations (such as, language, dietary, religious, and accessibility needs)

Compensation: Up to $54,000 per month, advanced monthly, from which a site may cover will fund the following documented
expenses for required services:

* Janitorial Payroll Allowance ($100/Day or up to $3,000/month)

* One 7AM-7PM Onsite Center Coordinator ($30/hour = $11,000/month - from which benefits can be paid, if desired)

* One 7AM-7PM NYS Licensed Security Guard ($360/day or up to $11,000/ month)

* Food: Daily hot lunch and snacks for 150 ($5pp per day = $23,000/month)

* Insurance Allowance (up to $1000/month)

 Supplies ($2,000/month) & Miscellaneous Pre-Approved Support ($2,500/month)

» Wi-Fi and Cable Television Allowance ($165/month)

» A Space Use/Utilities Allowance equal to 25% of total operating cost reimbursement per month - up to $13,000 a month.

What Will NYDIS' Emergency Shelter Network Provide?
¢ A dedicated NYDIS Shelter Operations Manager to support the operation of your center site: including logistics support,
invoicing assistance, weekly onsite support.
» A monthly operating advance of up to $54,000, and Space Use Fee $13,000
¢ A laptop to track attendance and submit reports/forms as required.
¢ Grants to add Showers, Fire Safety Equipment/Sprinklers, and/or Paint/Light Refresh
» Referrals for security, laundry, meal procurement and, if necessary, vendors
¢ Towels/Wash Cloths, Hygiene Kits, Clothing to Distribute
» Training and Technical Support for each site, its staff and volunteers

To inquire about how to be of service to our new neighbors in crisis with hospitality and safe sanctuary and covering your basic costs:

COMPLETE THIS ONLINE FORM:
https://howalert.org/HospitalityCenterSurvey

The survey will help determine your eligibility for a shelter contract. Completing the form
does not commit you or your facility to anything other than an exploratory conversation.

e
Online Survey

Asylum Seeker info
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Office of Faith-Based

Project NEW YORK D = and Community
Hospjtality — ~ | Partnerships
HOUSES OF WORSHIP & ASED ORGANIZATION (FBO) SPACE NEEDED
Funding Avallable to Operate syIu m Seeker Overnight Shelters that Provide Food & Showers

NYC is experiencing an unprecedented humanitarian crisis, with the arrival of over 70,000 Asylum Seekers from Latin America
and West Africa over the past year - with more arriving every week. NYDIS' Emergency Shelter Network, in partnership with NYC,
will fund 50 shelters in houses of worship or faith-based spaces, of any faith tradition, to operate 19 bed shelters for single adult
men over the next 12-24 months. Shelters must be open 365 days per year from 7PM to 7AM.

Each House of Worship or Faith-based Organization MUST Have:
» 2+ Single Stall Showers (or the space and willingness for us to install showers)
* A Fire Sprinkler System (or the willingness for us to install a sprinkler system in the shelter space)
Space for a dedicated dining and social area and the ability to provide culturally appropriate meals.
Language competent services, volunteers, and staff (Spanish, French, West African French, Wolof, etc.)
Ability to fulfill Reasonable Accommodations (such as, language, dietary, religious, & accessibility needs)
Storage space for (folded) cots, linens, and Guests' storage trunks

Compensation: $65 Per Night Per Person of up to $35,500 per month, advanced monthly, from which a site will fund the following
documented expenses or required services:

Background Checks for Staff/Volunteers (up to $1,400/month)

Janitorial Payroll Allowance ($100/Day or up to $3,100/month)

One 7PM-7AM onsite Shelter Coordinator ($30/hour, includes benefits) = $11,000/month)

One 7PM-7AM onsite NYS Licensed Security Guard or off Duty-Law Enforcement Officer (8360/day or up to $11,000/ month)

Bedding Laundry Allowance ($775/month)

Food: Daily Hot dinner and a hot or cold breakfast ($3.27 pp per meal = $4,000/month)

Supplies ($1,000/month)

Weekly Laundromat Voucher of $10 per guest (§760/month)

Insurance Allowance (up to $2000/month)

Wi-Fi and Cable Television ($165/month)

A Space Use/Utilities Allowance equal to 25% of total operating cost reimbursements per month - up to $9,500 a month.

What Will NYDIS' Emergency Shelter Network Provide?
24/7 emergency support
A dedicated NYDIS Shelter Operations Manager to support the training of your staff/volunteers, equipment as well as the
technical assistance for operating of your shelter: including guest placement, invoicing assistance, weekly onsite support
Guest placement for all Asylum Seekers to your shelter
A laptop to document guest vacancy and occupancy placements every night and to submit reports/forms as required
A monthly operating advance of up to $35,500 and Space Use Fee of up to $9,500
Cots, Linens, Pillows, Towels/Wash Cloths, and Laundry Bags
Storage Trunks and a Pad Lock for each guest
Grants to add Showers, Fire Safety Equipment/Sprinklers, and or Paint/Light Refresh
A daily roundtrip MetroCard for each guest
Referrals for security, laundry, meal procurement and, if necessary, vendors

To inquire about how to be of service to our new neighbors in crisis with hospitality and safe sanctuary and covering your basic costs:

COMPLETE THIS ONLINE SURVEY:
https://howalert.org/AsylumSeekerShelterSurvey

The survey will help determine your eligibility for a shelter contract. Completing the form

does not commit you or your facility to anything other than an exploratory conversation. Online Survey

Asylum Seeker info
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NYC Needs Your House of Worship

Support the Newest New Yorkers by Sheltering Asylees

Since last summer, over 44,000 asylum seekers have arrived on their own or been transported to
New York City without regard for their wellbeing. Hundreds continue to arrive each week. The
NYC shelter system, hotels and alternative housing sites have been overwhelmed as asylum
seekers try to find safe shelter while awaiting immigration court proceedings. While most are
single men, single women and families with children are also arriving. Many of these fellow global
citizens in crisis have fled unimaginable conditions in their country of origin and then experienced
an arduous journey on their way to New York City.

The city has been providing hotels, homeless shelters, and other mass care spaces as housing
on a temporary basis. We are proposing to fund congregations, of any faith tradition, to provide
temporary small group shelter housing to single adult male and female asylees. The program
would provide shelter for the next 12-24 months while all of us continue to call on the state and
Federal government to help address this need for more permanent housing.

We are seeking houses of worship in all faith traditions that can meet the practical requirements
outlined in the flyer above. In exchange for your hospitality, congregations will be paid a monthly
fee -- to cover all required operating expenses related to meeting each asylees' basic human
needs and to offset space use costs.

Click the buttons below if your house of worship can help.

( Click Here if Your House of Worship Can Help With a Hospitality Center J

[ Click Here If Your House of Worship Can Help with a Shelter }

OTHER EVENTS & ANNOUNCMENTS
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We Deserve a Fossil Free Future

Join the March to End Fossil Fuels

September 17th, 1:00 P.M.
NYC, 56th & Broadway

The United Nations is calling on world leaders to take real steps to lead us off fossil fuels to
protect people and the planet. On September 20th in New York, the UN Climate Ambition Summit
will gather world leaders to commit to phasing out fossil fuels.

Thousands of us will take to the streets before the summit to demand President Biden take bold
action to end fossil fuels. Click the buttons below to RSVP to join the march/for more

information.
RSVP

[ More Information }

Global Interfaith Compassion Challenge

Compassion Challenge

Global Interfaith Compassion Challenge

September 10th-31st, 2023

Starting September 10, join us for a global 21-day Interfaith Compassion Challenge!
Although 9/11 has become associated in recent years with terror and conflict, the date across
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history has been associated with movements of nonviolence, interfaith cooperation, and

discovery.

In the spirit of amplifying those values, we invite you to join us in exploring
different ways to bring the timeless virtue of compassion into our lives -- and to
weave together a tapestry of collective wisdom with kindred spirits (from 85

countries last time)!

Click the button below to learn more and sign up.

{ Learn More/Sign Up J

The Golden Door Project

Translation and support services for newly-arrived immigrants
and asylum seekers in New York City

The Golden Door Project is a network of student
and adult volunteers who help newly arrived
immigrants with translation, interpretation,
form completion, tutoring, and other services to
help ease their transitions.

Services Offered

e Form filling services for housing and
government benefits

e Translation Services

e Tutoring Services for students from
Kindergarten through 10th grade

Please find my website here: Reach out

would you llke to VOlunteer? www.goldendoorproject.org goldendoorproj@gmail.com

Services for Migrants

Golden Door Project
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Volunteer Opportunities & Services Available

The Golden Door Project is a network of student and adult volunteers with various language
skills who offer their time to help newly arrived immigrants with translation, interpretation, form
completion, tutoring, and other services to help ease their transition. We have an online
appointment-based system, listing all the services we offer. Volunteers can register for as many
hours as they can be available online, according to their schedules, and clients can sign up for
the language and type of support they seek with volunteers. As we add volunteers to our
network, we hope to be able to offer a multitude of languages. If you are interested in
volunteering or know anybody who may benefit from this service, click the button below to visit
the website.

[ More Info/Website ]
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Multifaith Sacred Music Festival

Devotion: Faith as Refuge

September 20th, 8:00PM
Perelman Performing Arts Center
231 Fulton Street (World Trade Center)

ICNY is thrilled to be an anchor partner of the new Perelman Performing Arts Center, a major
cultural institution in the heart of Lower Manhattan, and a testament to the power of the arts to
unite and inspire diverse New Yorkers.

Please join us at PAC NYC on September 20 at 8:00 pm, for a celebration of faith and spiritual
traditions expressed through the power of music. Featuring soaring Gospel anthems, lively
klezmer melodies, percussive Yoruba religious music, hypnotic Gnawa rhythms, and more, this
evening gathers internationally acclaimed artists from diverse faith backgrounds for an uplifting
tribute to art and song as a source of refuge and hope. Performers will include:

Arun Ramamurthy & Trina Basu, ft. Samarth Nagarkar
The Choir of Trinity Church Wall Street and Trinity Youth Chorus
IFE
Innov Gnawa
The Klezmatics
Damien Sneed and Chorale Le Chateau
Tanya Tagaq

Tickets for this show and the entire “Refuge” concert series are Pay-What-You-Wish, ranging
from $15 to $120 per ticket. All are welcome!

Learn More/Buy Tickets
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The Interfaith Center of New York (ICNY) works to overcome prejudice, violence, and
misunderstanding by activating the power of the city's grassroots religious and civic
leaders and their communities.

{ DONATE 1

Follow Us
R =l in

© 2022 The Interfaith Center of New York
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